s\VCRMHS

Journal of Clinical Case Reports,

Medical Images and Health

Sciences

Volume 14 Issue 2, 2026
Article Information

Received date: 13/11/2025
Published date: 12/01/2026

*Corresponding author

Salma Kozmane, Department of Der-
matology, University Hospital Hassan
II, Faculty of Medicine, Pharmacy
and Dental Medicine, Sidi Mohamed
Ben Abdellah University, Fez, MAR.
Email: kozmanesalma@gmail.com

Key Words:

Clear Cell Acanthoma, Xeroderma
Pigmentosum, Dermoscopy, String of
Pearls, Histology

List of Abbreviations:
Clear Cell Acanthoma (CCA)

| Clinical Image | |
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Abstract

A 30-year-old woman followed for xeroderma pigmentosum presented for
annual skin mapping. Clinical examination showed poikiloderma and multiple
pigmented lesions on the face and neck, with a well-defined yellowish plaque
on the abdomen. Videodermoscopy revealed a homogeneous yellow-white
background with dotted vessels in a linear "string of pearls" pattern, suggestive
of clear cell acanthoma (CCA). Histopathology confirmed the diagnosis. CCA is
a benign, slow-growing epidermal lesion, usually solitary and asymptomatic.
Dermoscopy is key to diagnosis, showing red dots, globules, and serpiginous
vessels, which correspond to dilated capillaries oriented perpendicularly in the
dermis, aiding in differentiation from other lesions.

Clinical Images

This is a case of a 30-year-old female patient followed for xeroderma
pigmentosum, who presented for routine mapping as part of her annual follow-
up. Clinical examination revealed poikiloderma with multiple pigmented papules
and plaques on the face and neck, associated with solar lentigines and seborrheic
keratoses. On the abdomen, a well-defined, yellowish plaque measuring 1 cm in
diameter was noted (Figure 1).

Videodermoscopy using the FotoFinder system showed a homogeneous
yellowish and whitish background (Figure 2, black and blue triangles), along with
dotted vessels partially arranged in a linear, "string of pearls" like distribution
(Figure 2, red arrow), suggestive of clear cell acanthoma (CCA). The lesion was
excised, and histopathological analysis confirmed the diagnosis of CCA (Figure
3).

Figure 1: Yellowish plaque measuring 1 cm, well defined with regular edges, located on
the abdomen
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Figure 2: Videodermoscopy with immersion (magnificence X20)
shows homogeneous yellowish and whitish background (black
and blue triangle) and dotted vessels arranged partly in a linear,
pearl-like distribution (red arrow)

Clear cell acanthoma is a benign epidermal lesion
primarily composed of glycogen-rich keratinocytes, first
described by Degos et al. It typically presents as a solitary,
dome-shaped papule or nodule, measuring between 3 and
20 mm in diameter, and evolves slowly over time. Lesions
are usually asymptomatic and are most commonly found on
the lower extremities, often surrounded by a thin collarette
of scale. Dermoscopy is a valuable tool in diagnosing CCA,
revealing distinctive features such as red dots, globules, and
coiled vessels arranged in a serpiginous pattern resembling
a "string of pearls." These correspond to dilated capillary
loops oriented perpendicularly to the skin surface. Under
polarized light, crystalline structures may also be observed,
reflecting dermal fibrosis or alterations in collagen [1-2].
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Figure 3: Histological section of skin tissue bordered by
psoriasiform-appearing epidermis, showing large keratinocytes
with a clarified appearance (HES x 400).
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